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“Baring been requested. to. make 
807 d upon the Spirit of the Lord and upon your 
faith ond prayers... 1. realize. that it is. impossible. for me to 
, Saints unless I have the inspiration. ot the 
fe ere peculiar. people. When we assemble t 
urpose of taucht of God, because we are 
8 work, 1 presume that no Latter-day Saint over goes to meeting 
heart, not to hear. the. oratory ot men, or 
some. profound discourse acquired by scholastic attainments, hut to bear 


fellowship of the Bpirtt of God, with. the 


into of 
whether we were willing to serve God and keep His 
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Seeing then that we have such hope, we use great plainness of speeoh.— N 
97 Vel. II. 7, 18 Price On 
“DISCOURSE "BY “ELDER GEORGE TEASDALE. 

THE following discourse was delivered by Elder George Teasdale at the a 

what; benefit will there be from our assembling together in the worship of 2 
God The condition of redemption pmnounced by the Apostle was. sim- 

ply, It we walk in the light, as He is in the light; we have. fellowship 
one with another, and the blood of Jesus Christ His Son cleangeth us : 
2 8 
from; all ain.“ (L John 1: 7.) By this.we understand that it is — 
that we walk: in the light, that we serve. God intelligentiy, and that ve boo 
led by the counsels: of the Almighty, in order that we may ba able to 4 
e 2 3 

if) gur individual mission. Ne one can fulfill that mission saye our- 
commandments, We 


Christ was exalted above His fellows because He loved rigk 


ness, Prepare ye the way of the Lord, make straight in the desert 4 i 
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were supposed to be converted to the worship of the living and true God. 
It was expected that we had repented of our sins, that we were offering 
unto the Lord the acceptable offering of the broken heart and the contrite 
spirit, and that we were willing to take upon us the name of Christ, deny 
ourselves, and follow Him. Consequently the simple question was asked 
us by the man having authority to baptize; whether we were willing to 
serve God and keep His commandments to the best of our ability; and 
upon answering in the affirmative we were taken down into the waters 
of baptism, buried with Christ in baptism, and reteived the 
tion of the Holy Ghost. It was necessary that we should have this Spirit, 


50 that we might be taught of God and obtain that light which would 


enable us to “walk in the light, as he is in the light,” and by which we 
might see eye to eye with our brethren, and be cleansed from all, sin 
through the precious blood of Christ. 

There is nothing very difficult to understand about this, is there? As 
I said; we have our individual mission. The Gospel oomes to us individu- 
ally, as the children of Him who is the Father of the spirits of all flesh. 
He required us in our repentance to put away all evil, and to learn to do 
well. This was the condition, because if we were immoral we would be 
averse to the principles of righteousness. We could not represent the 
Lord Jesus Christ, nor take upon us His name, if we were impure. _ Jesus 
hated iniquity. This is the condition we were supposed to have accepted. 
16 is accepted that we ‘have come out of the world, and that our désires 
and our feelings are no longer in harmony with the world, but in harmon: 
with the evttlasting principles of the Gospel of thé Bon’ of God. We pere 
‘Catholics, we were Protestants of various denominations, or perchance we 
were ‘infidels, when this message, these glad tidings of great joy, cane 
unto us and told us that God had again spoken from the’ ‘Heavens, that 
He had restored to the earth the precious gift of the Holy Ghost, which 
is the Spirit of revelation, and that the same dondition existed now ‘us 
existed in the primitive church—that whoso would do thie will ‘of the | 
Father should know of the doctrine; (John 7: 16, 17.) that these pre 
principles had been restored to the earth by a mighty angel, who‘ had 
flown through the midst of heaven, having the everlasting ‘Gospel to 
preach to men on the earth, crying with a loud voice, Fear God; aiid’ give © 
glory to Him, for the hour of His judgment is come. (See Rev. 14) It 
is published in the Bible, which goes all over the world, that this mighty 
angel was to come, and that John the Baptist was not only the foreranter 
of Jesus Obrist in His first coming, but also in His second advent; for of 
hini it was'said that he was “the voice of him that orieth in ‘the wilder- 


way for our God.“ (Isaiah 40: 3.) Jesus, in of John, said: 
“For this is he, of whom it is written, Behold, I . 
tors thy face, which shall prepare thy way before thee.” w 11: 
10. ‘The pee Jesus referred to you will find in Malachi & which read 
as follows: 
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ho shall proper he we 


his coming? and who shall stand when 
he shall sit as a refiner and purifier of 


It might be à question whether John fulfilled 
coming. So that it was not very singular that Joseph Smitii and Oliver 
Cowdery should testify that John-the Baptist visited them and tonferred 
upon them the Antonie Priesthood. “How ‘was it, if ‘they ‘were 
that they were enabled to'discern that important fact? When thé Gospel 
is taken from the “Gentiles: to the Jews, it will be with ‘a ‘voice’ crying, 
Comfort ye, Comfort ye my people, saith your God. Speak ve comfort- 
ably to Jerusalem ‘What’ for! Because that her warfare is ab- 
plished; that her iniquity is pardoned; for she hath received of the Lord's 
hand double for all her sins.” ‘(Isaiah 40: 1, 3.) It will be s soand ‘of 
glad tidings to the honest in heart among the Jews. | N 

Now, in these meditations we cannot help reflecting asi aga Pl 
it would be impossible for us to be an immoral people. We are accused of 
being a sensual people; and, of course, if we are sensual we must be 
devilish, because we learn that men became sensual and devilish that 
departed from God and the principles of purity and righteousness. Bat 
I say it is impossible for the Saints of God to be of that character, because 
a man céases to be a Latter-day Saint whenever he acts immorally.” The 
Lord has enjoined'upon us chastity, purity, honesty and uprightness; and 
if’ we were to be ‘guilty of these wrongdoings to which I refer we would 
no” longer be ‘Latter-day Saints. It is not the Latter-day Saints that 
commit themselves in this manner; it is the latter-day sinners. The 
instructions that we receive are entirely opposed to anything of the kind. 
In almost every revelation that was given to the Elders in the days of the 
Prophet Joseph Smith, they were enjoined to observe the principles of 
chastity, virtue and‘ purity. Again, we believe in the everlasting Gospel 
as taught by the Son of God, and I wilt refer you to geet 
He taught these principles to His disciples on this continent: ° 


writen, by them of. old time, that. thon, shalt. 


adulter 
5 to you, that whosdever look th u a woman, to lust after 
— adultery already in 

J gire unto you # commandment; that ye of these 


things to enter into your heart.” (III Nephi 12; 27-29.). end 
That ia what the Sainte believe. ‘You may ask; Jesus 
Christ answer: 


For it Is better should of these things 
Nephi 14. 30) up your that ye should 
By tie ve understand that adulterers will be cast into hell. The Lord 
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ol blood, or denying the Holy Ghost.“ (Alma 30: 5.) 


advantagd of her, rob her of her virtue, and then cast her off: Just think 


5. 


al God and receive a just condemnation for deeds such as these? Yet men 


Urish’s wife. (I Kings 15: 8.) New, the Lord 
David, but he had to pay the penalty of his ein. The Latter-day 
Saints believe that there are some sins which men commit that cannot be 


forgiven, but they have to pay the penalty. The Lord Jesus Christ was 


very particular to teach this to His disciples on this continent. He also 
taught them what the Father hed declared through Malachi, that they 
might understand the conditions and the necessity of obeying, the ordin- 
andes of the:house of Gd. 

Then again, we read of the son of Alms being smitten hy the harlot 
Tenbel, and following her; and Alma bore testimony that the sin of forni- 
cation was the “most abominable above all sins, save it be the sheddin; 


understand this.zeinciple, end:it, would be 
le for them to practice immorality and be the disciples of Jesus Christ. 
o have taken upon us the name of Christ; we are His representatives; 
—— — be more than we dared do to encourage such thoughts in 
our hearts. The scriptures say that a murderer hath not eternal life 
abiding in him. (I John 3; 15.) There is no forgiveness for such a sinner. 
The question may be asked, Why is it that a murderer cannot be forgiven? 
Simply because he takes that which be cannot restore. How can he atone 
for the shedding of innocent blood? He cannot. do it in this life. Look 
at the calamity that came upon the Jews through the shedding of inno- 
e eee. then upon the Gentiles through the shedd- 
of inmocent blood at Rome? The curse of God came upon them. 

yon tell me of a more heinous crime, save the shedding of innocent 
arg. vel saya to secure the love and devotion and pure affection 
of an innocent young woman, and then to watch his opportunity and take 


of it! He takes advantage of her simplicity, her affection, and ber solemn 
trust. Hew can. he restore that woman’s virtue? For the protection of 
women there was a law in Israel anciently that if a man humbled. 
woman, she should become his wife, and he should net put her away 
days. Do you think we can commit such crimes and expect. to please 
you think we can do such things and not have to face the. ber 


who do these things are frequently received in polite society! n 
shonld be admitted into any decent society; for anyone that would be 
guilty of such acts is not worthy: the fellowship of any decent man or 
woman. And when they have to stand before the bar of God and give 
an answer for the deeds done in the body, they will learn something con- 
cerning the. miseries of hell. What is the result of anch conduct? A 
wreck in the family! A broken-hearted mother! A sorrewing. father! 
And to think that the guilty man can move in polite society and be 
ed with intelligent people, while nnn 
This is all wrong. | 
Sainte should at shir like fit agninst every 
such sin. The Lord has commanded us over and over again to, practice 
chastity, virtue and purity, and that we should not look upon s woman 
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to lust after her 
bear téstimony that the Latter-day Saints are a virtuous people. a 
cansot bo anything else. | 
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obey not the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ. Now, are we coming with 
Him, or are we going to be left behind? If we are not prepared te re 
ceive Him, woe unto us! Supposing we die, do we not expect to come 
with the Lord Jesus Ghrist? And how eun:we over expect shia unless we 
accept of the eternal conditions of the Gospel. 

The Lord requires of us ons- tenth of He en in Mads 


forcibly and so simply as it did in hearing one of our sisters explaining 
the principle of tithing to s class she was teaching. She said unto them: 


not willing to return him one of them. Yet that is just 30 with sonié 
and the law of tithing. Whatever we honestly obtain in the dispensation 
of the providence of the Lord, He requires one-tenth of it to be given 
unto Him. That is the principle, and it is easily understood. And then 
He requires us to be large-hearted and generous to the poor, the widow 
and the fatherless, If we do not honor this requirement, we are under a 
curse. Now, the children smiled to think that they would not: give one 
apple out of ten; but I tell you what some of us do: we cut the apple in 
half; and keep half of it; or we will give the Lord a quarter; and bn, I 
am sorry to say, will bite a little piees off and give it to Him. That is 
| just the way the Lord is treated by some with regard to the law of tith- | 
ing. I want to ask this congregation whether under sich conditions, we 
are preparing ourselves for the second coming of the Messiah. The Lord 
simply asks us to prove Him in this matter. 

be room enough to receive it.” (Malachi 3: 10.) 

I want — en 2 the Lord who provides whether wo 
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reverence of the Lord. If we do not do it, we will a 
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what is looking forward for aq 
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As I mentioned at our last General it never came to me 0 ee 
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acknowledge it or whether we do not. If we will prove Him, we will 
learn more about Him and about His ways, and understand the designe 
of His providence.. We will be taught of God when we manifest unto 
Him that we honor Him and His laws, and that we are in harmony with 
these everlasting conditions. I do not understand how I can honor God 
except’ I do as he wishes me. Abraham was justified by faith; he was 
saved by grace. How was he justified by faith? Beau he lovedvighte- 
ousness, honored the Lord in tithes and in offerings, and did everything 
He required at His hands. Of course, he had the favor of God; of course, 
he was saved by the grace of God. So may we all be upon the same 
principle. But we must have faith, and we must demonstrate our faith 
by our works. We must prove to God Almighty and to each other that 
we have faith in these everlasting principles by doing the will of God and 
manifesting unto our Father in heaven that we value those eternal prin- 
ciples that He has: restored to the earth, that we appreciate His loving 
kindness in giving us the honor of being adopted into His royal family, 
whereby we have become the sons and daughters of God, and ry. ony 
appreciation by honoring Him and reverencing His holy name. ff 
My beloved — and sisters, let me ‘exhort. you, as 5 fellow 
laborer and servant in Christ Jesus, to live the principles of righteousness, 
and honor God by keeping His commandments, walking in the light: as 
He is in the light, that we may have sweet fellowship with ‘each other, and 
the blood of Jesus Christ to cleanse us from all sin, and prepare us for His 


* 
2 


— 


the Christian Bible is the beat book i in world; 
of other religions, loved, believed in, treasured, and eagerly read by mil - 
lions, are worthy our respectful attention. Indeed, I am not sure but that 
the very prestige they have gained stamps them as among the world's 
greatest books, and that for this reason a man who, aspires to read the 
best nhould peruse them even before he finds place for many classics: that 
have pleased the living but never been pillows for the dying bead. For 
my part, individually, I have for years considered it a privilsge to read 
the Bible of any people. I have read several; I have bean converted to 
none; yet in everyone I have found much to admire. ( 110 1115 
The last one I have read is the American Bible, the Book of iin; 
As with all the others, it has not converted me, but I find good in it. A 
began the perusal with all the Popular misconceptions concerning it. 1 
ended with the feeling that it is worthy a place in any scholars library. 
H it sanctions polygamy I didn’t notice it. If it. is impure in tone or 
teaching or the work of on then, 1 am 
understandingly. 1601 ad 
The author is not fool. the, himself. 
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His style never varies from that of the pious oriental. Sometimes it is 
2 but it never betrays nineteenth century manner. The claim 
ated from ancient plates is not 
i y A author. Smith has produced a yoni: bred 
— — Unbelievers in ite divinity might well class it as 
the greatest American novel, for it deserves the term. The romance of 
it is complete. As a story composed of many stories, it is plausible and 
takes rank along with biblical and profane history. It easily excels, in 
this regard, the Koran, the Zend, and the Vedas, though the legendary 
matter of commentators on the Koran approach and perhaps excel, not 
the continuity of the story, but the story in detail.— Pacific rene 
Missouri, U.S. A. | | 


— 


FOULLY. ‘ASSASSINATED. 


A atoom has been cast every Elder 
of our conference and a grief brought upon our friends that tears can 
searcely wash away: Our noble and staunch friend, Brother George P. 
Canova, was foully assassinated a little after dark last Sunday night, 
June Sth, taking from our ‘midst one whose generosity had — the 
heart of eve Elder and Saint Who knew him. 

Brother Elder and presided over branch of the 
Church ut Sanderson: 

We were holding branch conference at New’ Aas on the uch und 6th 
inst., and he was in attendance. He enjoyed the services and was in high 
spirits when he separated from us to return home some twenty-five miles 
away. The ‘distance compelled them to travel in the night and at Juno- 
ture when Brother T. Hill, his only companion, vas opening a gate, 
Brother Canova’ was fred upon. Brother Hill made good his escape. 
The perpetrator finished ‘the horrid deed and then fled. 0 

The ‘mangled ‘body was brought home to the gtief-stricken family and 
after fitting services the remains were interred in the Evergreen cemetery 
at Jacksonville. 

Brother Canova since his acceptance of the Gospel, has been a sincere 
member, striving to live up to all its reien happy ae contented 
in the hope of eternal life. 

No cause existed for the committal of such crime, not the dib. 
provocation was given. 

happenings in this counte?, and the fact that 
murder after murder is being perpetrated and ‘the guilty evade punish- 
ment forces our minds to recall the state of affairs that existed among the 
Nephite nation previous and instrumental to their downfall and destruc- 
tion; also the predictions concerning tho things that should e. in this 
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Turn are a few things, like the swallows, the fever season and. 
fabulous sea serpent, that re-appear at stated intervals. ‘Alleged criti- 
icisms upon the Book of Mormon may be classed as being among those 
only to break out in another. — 

Tho latest objector in the field ben eg print with a collection, of all 
the ancient and antique, so called arguments against the Sacred, Record, 
has. exhumed from the. ent Normen 


The author, in his arraignment of the subject in 
does not welcome a new witness for the divine authenticity of the Bible; 
nay he uses the self-same arguments, (redressed for the o that : 
the ribald; skeptic endes vora/ to drive home when. criticising, the anthen- 
ticity of the Word of God. "Hla abuses; on hearsay ovidanoo, thet will. not 
bear the light of rigid investigation, the characters of the believers in that 
book,. He refuses to believe the testimony. of some of the witnesses,who 
through their on acta apostatised from the Church.of Jeens Christ of 
Latter-day Saints, but yet could not on their death beds endorse the 
critic’s verdict that the Record of the Nephites was “figtion and fraud. 
He goes on to affirm that there are absurdities to be encounters : between 
the lids of the Book of Mormon... . 8 

Where in the Book of 
pagsage as. the one we read in II Kings 19: 35, And when) cher arose 
early in the morning, behold, they were all dead corpses”? ? 

8. further objection that he brings forward is thet “the Queen's English 
murdered.” 

Is the Reverend . the ‘euthentioity af the 
Bible in the face of his thesis. Are there no grammatical errors to be 
encountered upon its pages! ig 
Mormon open to criticism, the objector would at onoe exultantly.throw,up | 
hia hat and exclaim I told you 50, it was the work of. an,ex-schoolmaster 
and minister, one Spaulding by name, who. because of his 
necessity conversant with the, rules of syntax and grammar. 
reverend Reetor can conscientiously affirm that the 
once and forever effectually overthrows. the divine authenticity of any 
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produced, he must, as of honor, reign 
the lucrative position he holds as a teacher of the Bible. 

10 i not our purpose to search for technical flaws in che Bible; that 
Book of books, from Which the Latter-day Saints obtain confirmation of 
the doctrines as taught by our Savior, but simply to draw attention in 
a friendly way that some arguments have an awkward teridénoy to come 
home to roost; or at their best, sometimes, like the boomerang of the 


He saw no reason why men should go around lamenting and wWhining 
that they had no church to preach in, when they had at their disposal the 
largest of all churches,—the street corner and the open-air. 

It is a genenally conceded fact that the. majority of the most forcible 
and magnetic preachers of to-day are indebted to a great extent for their 
powers, from the fact that their early training, through force of circum- 
stances, commenced in a humble way by preaching in the open-air before 
ties to bs derived from out-door work, for it as: 

“Nothing wdald do ministers and local — 
compelied from time to time to preach in the open air. It would be a 
most effective antidote to the deplorable and suicidal practice of reading 
sermons on ordinary occasions, and it would compel preachers'to grip and 
interest their audience: We have always been at a loss to understand 


why the twelve hundred local preachers in London who are always, not 
unnaturally, complaining of want of work, do not realise that there are 

at least three millions of Londoners outside all churches,-who could fur- — 
nia them with plenty of the most delightful and ‘Christlike work. In 


pn — Why do nos our local 
preachers organise and conduct services in the parks and elsewhere on a 
gigantic scale! very great religious movement that has touched the 
mass of the people, down to the Salvation Army in the present day, has. 


day. It is che long strétehes that tire us. We think ‘of lite 48 8 
whole running on for us. We cannot carry this lnad until we are 
three score and ten. We cannot fight this battle continually’ for half 
a century. But really there are no long ‘stretches, Lite dos no 
te us all one time; by @ merciful’ spensation of 
cores to-duy, and we: Whatever bo do with but to pass 
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down to it a fair and good inheritance in to-day’s work well done, and. 
to-day’s life well lived. It is a felicitous secret, this of living by the day. 
Anyone oan carry his burden, heavy, thongh it may be until nightfall. 
Anyone can do his work and perform his labors, however: hard they may. 
be, for one day. After all life virtually means to us just one little day. 
Do to- day a duty; fight to- days temptation; and do not weaken and dis- 
tract: yourself by looking forward to things you cannot see and oonld not 
understand if you saw them.” God gives us nights to ahut down the 
curtain of darkness on our little days. We cannot see beyond. Do not 
trouble about the higher Principles of the Gospel when you have not even 
obeyed or mastered the elementary and initial stages of the introduction 
into ‘the ‘Kingdom’ of God. Make ‘sure of those first, the others will all 
come in time, if you are honest in your endeavors. And so each day, each 
epoch’ in our spiritual life will dawn with new labors to be _mopegrng 
new trials to be overcome like Longfellow’s famous blacksmith: K 
_ “Each morning sees some task begun, 

Fach evening sees its close; 


— part of 

It is supposed to be emblematical of fidelity and diligence. ‘And because 
it encircled the body very closely, the perfect adherence of the people of 
God to illustrated 
to a mand loins.” 
cleave unto me the whole house of Israel, and the whole house of Judah, 
saith the Lord.“ When the Savior is spoken of by Isaiah, He is described 
as having this girdle—“ Righteousness shall be the. girdle of his loins, and 
faithfulness the girdle of His reins;” and St. Paul, in his Epistle to the 
Ephesians, exhorta, “Stand, therefore, having your loins girt about with 
truth.“ In St. Luke's Gospel we read: Blessed are those servants whom 
the Lord when he cometh shall find watching ;, verily I say anto you, that 
He shall. gird: himself, and make them sit down to meat, and will come 
forth to serve them.“ The humility of Christ was here exhibited, and if 
all His professed followers would learn His lowly lessons in their inmost 
souls; and gird on the christian’s girdle of truth, righteousness, 1 


vomen who have sealed their testimony to the truth of the Gospel, with 
their life's blood. One can hardly conceive that so foul a deed as shooting 
down an unoffending man in his own. gateway, could even, be: gratifying 
to the bigotry of the most.radical sectarian. 

„The assassination of Brother Canova, in Florida, for 3 
than chat de eld different religious opinions from those entertained by 
— wien — 
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rifle bulleta is futile. A retrospection of the history of tho introduction 


4 Oe be | now by Hider Parry. 

They sve in form with colored paper cover. 
The series consists of two sixteen page tracts, „Saved by Grice” “Signs 
of Christ's Second Coming,” (price 8s. per 1000;) also; “The Beginning of 
the Gospel of Jesus Christ,” together with “Marks ot ae of 


following Elders from Zion artived ti 
on June 30, 1898, per American Line steamer Belgenlund. For the British 
Mission—Alma’'L. Sargent; Hoytsville, Utah: For the Holland Mission 
Joseph Weston, Ogden. For the Swiss Mission—L. S. Cardon, Logan, 
Utah. For the Scandinavian Mission John H. Anderson, American 
Fork; A. J. Neilson, Salt Lake City; Parley Anderson, Koosharem, Utah. 

Sister Sophia’ Cardon; of Logan City, was with the party, having come 
over to Great Britain on a short visit. Sister: Cardon is the first and 
only lady, up to date, in the State of Utah, who has held the position of 
City Recorder, She was elected to the position of tecorder fot the city of 
Logan, during the last municipal election held tere. 
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who ie not » member of the of 

ave been re ing some of your works, and I am convinced that the 
Mormon, Church is the true Church of God. 45 

I am a Seventh Day Adventist, but when I read the Voice of Warning 
I was o ed that Joseph Smith was a prophet. But there is one 
thing that I would like to know, and that is why your Church keeps 
Sunday , the first day of the week, instead of Saturday, the seventh day. 
Bee. you. please write me a statement why, and then I am. convinced 
that. the Chitrch of Jeans Christ of Latter-day Sainte is the only tue 
Church of God.” _ 

Sunday an the day of rest and worship, instead of Saturday as observed 
by devout: Jews and Seventh Day Adventists, is because the Saints have 
been commanded of God by revelation: to keep: “the Lord's Day as the 
Sabbath. This law was given on Sunilay, August 7, 1831, as follow: 
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and that thou mayest more fully 
world thoa shalt go to the house of prayer and offer up thy sacranierits 
upon my holy day; for verily this is ‘a day appointed ‘unto: 
from your labors, and to pay thy devotions to the Most High: 4 15 

“Nevertheless thy vows shall be offered ons elt 
and st all times; but remember that on this the Lord's Day, thou malt 
offer thy oblations and thy sacraments unto the Most High, confessing 
ante, Beetiom 60: 9-1) 

The Lord's Day” is the which hadehd an 
which His disciples at that period assembled to worship and break bread 
in His name. That was the “First day of the week,” as they counted 
time, Ses John 20: 1, Acts 20: 7, Rev. 1: 10. This custom was observed 
in the primitive Christian Church, and the Seventh Day.was alan b 
by the Jewish disciples for à time. But Paul and other leading Elders of 
the Church set. themselves against the observance of the rites and rules 
ofthe Mosaic law and proclaimed the liberty of the Gospel, the law 
having been fulfilled in Christ. He chided those who were sticklers 
for special days as required by the law, but himself observed . 
week. (Bee Romans 4. 5-6; Oolossians 2: 16; 

16:2. 

It is the spirit of that is 
than its letter. One day out of seven is to be a day of rest and worshi 
It would not matter which day of the week that was but for the sake 0 
order and uniformity. So the Lord has designated hi 
day they should keep holy, and that is the “Lord's 7” commonly called 
“the first day of the week.” ees 

Respecting the seventh. day and the first day of the week, it should be 
remembered that that which is the seventh day in one part of the earth 
may be the sixth day, or the first, in another part of the earth. For in- 
stance, let a traveler start from San Francisco on a voyage westward. 
When he reaches the 180th meridian from Greenwich and crosses that 
line, it is the custom to skip one day in s0 doing that is if it: be Saturday 
forenoon (the seventh day of the week) when the ship reaches the line, it 
becomes Sunday forenoon (the first day of the week) the : moment it ‘passes 
it, and the captain of the vessel will drop twenty-four hours from. his 
reckoning on the log book. If a vessel, however, were coming ‘from the 
west in the direction of San Francisco, when it should reach this 180ti 
meridian the captain and the passengers would count the ame lay 
twios; in other words if they reached that line on Sunday forenoon, 
3 call the next day 5 inday also that is, they would have t two 

ys. 

Now, in such a case as this, people on the East side of the line if they 
believed in kesping the seventh day of the week as a day of rest would 
be making cacred the same day as those who dwelton the West side of 
ship and of teat instead of the seventh. 
It ig the observaniée of the day whieh the Lord bas called in His 


‘ hes 
we 
. 
a 
7 
7 
5 
4 
BY 
* 
7 
h, 
“2 
4 
> 
A 
* 
— 


“he ond day” a 
anywhere. They observe different dates upon the different islands near 
this line, Islands. which receive their European inhabitants va the Cape 
of Good Hope have for. the most part che Asiatic date; while those islands 
that are reached.via Cape Horn have the American date. When Alaska 
was transferred from Ruasia to the United States, it was. necessary.to drop 
one day.of the week from the official dates, as the Asiatio dates differ one 
day from the American. dates. 
The bare on the Sabbath the day. which the Lord. has 
i it and it is the same day of the week which was set apart after 
Christ's resurrection by the aposties and saints of the early Christian 


OBJECTION 8 10 ‘THE ‘BOOK OF “MORMON “CONSIDERED 


people are Mistel by seeding. she statements. made by, persons of 
apparent respectability and integrity. For evil purposes men make agser- 
and pretend 40 give reliable authority in proof of whas they say 
By so doing sometimes deceive those who are not acquainted. with 
the facts in the matter to which they refer. Many people sre thus de- 
ceived respecting the history and character of the — ee | 
A few months ‘ago series of anti- lori red 
churoh reator in one at the principal cities. of England. | 
vas on the character.of the Prophet Joseph Smith. The works this lec- 
turer referred to as proof of his vile utterances against the Prophet were 
books written by the opponents of Joseph Smith. The lecturer was care- 
ful to avoid mentioning. any work that said anything in his favor. By 
e the literature on the subject, were no doubt led to believe 
iat ‘ho! good was to ‘be found recorded of the Prophet. Bat the 
more a and better informed auditors could not help but discover 
that the man had ‘svudiously planned to deceive his hearers: ‘Many of the 
accusations he brought against the Prophet Joseph were introduced some- 
Hike she, taken: foam: one of due ae it 


Joo Smith in easly life,” 240. 

It wonld not be considered in any court, nor would eny fair-minded per- 
son place any reliance upon it, as there is non by which it enn be 
verified. that the place mentianetl i New Lark, how 
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individual described as “a person” “who had been acquain 

Smith?” It is also difficult to tell who Dr. Shelton” is as 

is not given; and aa no date in mentioned it would be inpossible to Know 
‘where he is to be found to-day. «© ols dees 

The accusations made in the they 
—— to condemn what is commonly called ‘Mormonism, without any 
farther consideration. As it was the lecturer's sole purpose to detiounce 
‘that system, there was no necessity of giving more than the one leoture 
$f he told tie eruth on that occasion. When he undertook ‘to bring addi- 
tional charges against the Prophet, as he did in following ‘lectures, ‘he 
thereby admitted that what he had already said did not establish the claim 
he made. If what he said at the first lecture did not prove his claim it 
vas because the testimony was unreliable; and if the evidence be pro- 
duced at the first lecture was not reliable—and his ‘succeeding efforts 
prove that it was not—then it is but reasonable to believe that later state- 
ments were also untrustworthy. 

_ The. second lecture of the series exposed the lecturer's true e 
more clearly than it did that of the man whose name he sought to defame. 
In it he presented what he claimed to be serious objections to the Book 
of Mormon: To show how groundless these objections are, one or two of 
them will be considered. A little reflection will ‘co anyone that 
what he calls “blemishes of the Book of Mormon” are entirely 5 f 


objection be makes to the book is given fi his own 


« Another objection to the ‘Book of Mormon’ is that it has aitedated and’ 
scientific discovery by something like 1800 years. The polarity of the mariner’s oom 
pass was u thing unknown to European nations until the twelfth century of the Christian 
era. In the early part of the ‘Book of Mormon,’ which claims to have been written, as 


structive passage :— ado 
the compass, which had been prepared of the Lord, did cease to work arte e eed it 


came to pass after they had loosed me, behold I took the compass, and it did work whither 
I desired,it. And it came to pass that I prayed unto the Lord; and after I had prayed, 
the winds did cease, and the storm did cease, and there was a great calm.” — 8 


The instrument here called a “compass” by Nephi was previously ox 
plained by him in these words: fad 26705 

„And it eme to pass that as 
8 to his great astonishment he bebeld upon the ground à round ball of curious 
workmanship; and it was of fine brass, And within the ball were two spindles: ‘and the 
one pointed the way whither we should go into the wilderness”. Gan menu 


It was not a mariners’ compass at all, but, as the passage ‘states, an 
instrument prepared by the Lord for the guidance of the little colony 
during ‘their fourneyings. It is farther described as working erding 
to che faith of the people, while a mariners’ compass in not operated by 

the faith of the mariner. It may be that the lecturer failed ‘to read the 
description of the instrument, and took for granted that the word trans- 
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| 
lated: “compass” meant an ordinary mariners’ compass. Admitting that 
such was the case, his objection is still unreasonable, That “the polarity 
of the mariners’ compass was a thing unknown to European nations until 
the twelfth century of the Christian era,” is a most absurd reason — 
“master of arts” to urge against the statement made by Nephi. The 
knowledge which European nations had respecting the magnetic compass 
has nothing to do with the matter. It is generally believed that Euro- 
pean nations were unacquainted with the use of the magnetic needle until 
the twelfth century, but that fact does not prove that Asiatio nations were 
also ignorant ot it. It is well known that the il ig 
with, the magnetic comp long before it was used by Europes The 
Chinese annals assign its discovery to the year 2634 R. C. SS 

But it makes no difference if no nation on earth knew anything ut 
the mariner’s compass before the twelfth century. If it be admitted for 
argument that the Book of Mormon refers to the magnetic’ compass, such 
as mariners use, there is nothing inconsistent about such a statement. 
The peculiar character of the magnet existed before man was created upon 
the. earth, and what was made known about it to Europeans in the swelfth 
century does not in any way affect the truth of the Book of Mormon. The 
Lord does not depend upon the discoveries of man for His knowledge of 
natural forces. The idea that He could not have furnished Lehi with a 
t European nations discovered the use of the magnetic 
needle is use the lecturer’s language a “monstrous absuftdity.” It 
displays inexcusable stupidity on the part of 7 man ee attac 0 to his 
name the college degree of master of arts. 

Such is one of the chief divine (Dimtgen. 
the Book of:Mormon. His other objections are just as ridiaulous as this 
one. He criticises the grammatical construction of some passages of the 
record, and finds fault with one or two points of doctrine, showmg that 
he is extremely hypercritical. He denounoes the book because some ot 
the ideas contained in it are similar to those recorded’ in the Bible, imply- 
ing that it is incredible that the Lord could reveal | the | same truths to 

Nephi, €00 years before the Christian era, that are recorded by Christ's 

| after the birth of the Savior. His method of reasoning 
st he is full of skepticism. He does not believe the Lord 
rledge.of future events. Throughout his criticism. he 
conveys the idea that the Lord is dependent upon the discoveries of men 
for His wisdom and knowledge. He ridicules the idea that it was possible 
for the Lord to instruct Jared and his brother and Nephi. amn 
in which to cross the oo. Concerning this he says: Mit) bossa’ 

be last objection 1 will raise against the Bock of Mormon’ is the 
Fr. passage that is enough of itself, apart 

_ This, he admita, is his strongest argument net the divinity: and 
mn, as he adds, “You 
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